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9:45   Gathering and Songs of Praise 
“What Can I Do?”

When I see the beauty of a sunset's glory Amazing artistry across the evening sky 
When I feel the mystery of a distant galaxy It awes and humbles me 

To be loved by a God so high 

What can I do but thank You 
What can I do but give my life to You Hallelujah hallelujah 
What can I do but praise You 
Every day make ev'rything I do 
A hallelujah a hallelujah hallelujah 

When I hear the story of a God of mercy 
Who shared humanity and suffered by our side Of the cross they nailed You to 
That could not hold You 
Now You're making all things new 

By the pow'r of Your risen life 

  “Today”

Today I choose to follow You Today I choose 
To give my ‘yes’ to You Today I choose 

To hear Your voice and live Today I choose to follow You 
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As for me and my house 
We will serve You 
As for me and my house 
We will spend our lives on You Today 

Wonderful Counselor 
Everlasting Father 
Eternal King 
Lord of Hosts 
Willingly we follow 

“Open the Eyes of My Heart, Lord” 

Open the eyes of my heart Lord  
Open the eyes of my heart 
I want to see You 
I want to see You 

To see You high and lifted up Shining in the light of Your glory Pour out Your 
power and love 

As we sing holy holy holy 

 

                        10:00 Welcome 
Call to Worship 
In a world filled with violence and war, 
we gather together to celebrate  
     the promise of peace. 

In a world filled with tyranny and oppression, 
we gather together to celebrate  
     the promise of justice for all. 
In a world filled with hunger and greed, 
we gather together to celebrate  
     the promise of plenty for all. 
Our hope is in the name of the Almighty God, 
the Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer  
     of heaven and earth. 
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*Opening Hymn: “America the Beautiful”   696

1. O beautiful for spacious skies,  
for amber waves of grain;  
for purple mountain majesties  
above the fruited plain!  
America! America! God shed his grace on thee,  
and crown thy good with brotherhood  
from sea to shining sea.  

2. O beautiful for heroes proved  
in liberating strife,  
who more than self their country loved,  
and mercy more than life!  
America! America! May God thy gold refine,  
till all success be nobleness,  
and every gain divine.  

3. O beautiful for patriot dream  
that sees beyond the years  
thine alabaster cities gleam, 
undimmed by human tears!  
America! America! God mend thine every flaw,  
confirm thy soul in self-control,  
thy liberty in law. 
 
Opening Prayer  

Father, we ask for Your blessing  
upon the souls of those good men and women  
who gave their last breath in defense of our nation,  
our freedom, and our children's future.  
We also ask You to bless everyone  
gathered here today, and grant us the strength  
to rise to the challenges of our time  
and meet them in full faith that  
You will always be with us.     
     May we glorify You in all that we do,  
Lord, today and every day. Amen. 

 
Prayer of Confession 
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Sharing the Peace - “The Family of God” 

I'm so glad I'm a part 
of the family of God- 
I've been washed in the fountain, cleansed by His blood! 
Joint heirs with Jesus 
as we travel this sod, 
For I'm part of the family, 
the family of God. 

Proclamation and Response
The New Testament:  Acts 1:1-11

1 In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do 
and to teach 2 until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving 
instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. 3 After 
his suffering, he presented himself to them and gave many convincing 
proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days 
and spoke about the kingdom of God. 4 On one occasion, while he was 
eating with them, he gave them this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, 
but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak 
about. 5 For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be 
baptized with the Holy Spirit.”


6 Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this time 
going to restore the kingdom to Israel?”


7 He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father 
has set by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy 
Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all 
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”


9 After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid 
him from their sight.
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10 They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when 
suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them. 11 “Men of Galilee,” 
they said, “why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, 
who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way 
you have seen him go into heaven.”


 
Praise Team: “The Cry of My Heart”

It is the cry of my heart To follow You 
It is the cry of my heart To be close to You 

It is the cry of my heart 
To follow all of the days of my life 

Teach me Your holy ways oh Lord So I can walk in Your truth 
Teach me Your holy ways oh Lord And make me wholly devoted to You 

Open my eyes so I can see 
The wonderful things that You do Open my heart up more and more 

And make me wholly devoted to You 

 
Children’s Sermon: ”We Are One” 
 
*Glory Be to the Father 
 
Gospel: Luke 24:44-53

44 He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: 
Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, 
the Prophets and the Psalms.”


45 Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. 
46 He told them, “This is what is written: The Messiah will suffer and rise 
from the dead on the third day, 47 and repentance for the forgiveness of 
sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 
48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 I am going to send you what my 
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Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with 
power from on high.”


50 When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his 
hands and blessed them. 51 While he was blessing them, he left them and 
was taken up into heaven. 52 Then they worshiped him and returned to 
Jerusalem with great joy. 53 And they stayed continually at the temple, 
praising God. 
 
Sermon: “Power From On High”


 
Meditative Interlude


 
The Apostles’ Creed


 
Pastoral Prayer - The Offering  
 
Offertory Prayer   
         
Prayer of Thanksgiving - The Lord’s Prayer


                   Sending Forth 
Closing Hymn:  ”The Battle Hymn of the Republic”   
                                                                717 vv 1-4

1 Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord;  
he is trampling out the vintage where the grapes of wrath are stored;  
he hath loosed the fateful lightning of his terrible swift sword;  
his truth is marching on.  

Refrain: 
Glory, glory, hallelujah!  
Glory, glory, hallelujah!  
Glory, glory, hallelujah!  
His truth is marching on.  

2 I have seen him in the watchfires of a hundred circling camps,  
they have builded him an altar in the evening dews and damps;  
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I can read his righteous sentence by the dim and flaring lamps;  
his day is marching on. [Refrain] 

3 He has sounded forth the trumpet that shall never call retreat;  
he is sifting out the hearts of men before his judgment seat;  
O be swift, my soul, to answer him; be jubilant, my feet!  
Our God is marching on. [Refrain] 

4 In the beauty of the lilies Christ was born across the sea,  
with a glory in his bosom that transfigures you and me;  
as he died to make men holy, let us die to make men free,  
while God is marching on. [Refrain] 

 
*The Blessing - Response:  
                      “Glory, Glory Hallelujah”    
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